
MATCHBOOK PETITE SIRAH
Central Valley, California

Overview
The inaugural release of this Estate Bottled Petite Sirah delivers an intensly flavored and 
bold red with firm tannins and aromas of plum, cardomom, earth, and vanilla. It is the 
newest member of the Matchbook line of wines all grown in the Dunnigan Hills AVA 
located in the Central Valley.  

History
Matchbook Wines is the project of John, Lane, and Karl Giguiere. The trio originally 
founded R.H. Phillips in 1983 and sold it in 2000. The name “Matchbook” hails back to 
the childhood days of brothers John and Karl when their fascination with fire resulted in 
numerous fires on their family farm, including the wheat field.  

Region
The Dunnigan Hills AVA is located in the northwest portion of Yolo County, California. 
The region has a Mediterranean climate that is less prone to frost than other parts of the 
Sacramento Valley. 

Grapes
Petit Sirah is NOT a smaller version of Syrah, but a distinct hybrid created by botanist 
Francois Durif in 1880 who named the grape “Durif” after himself. It is a cross between 
Syrah and Peloursin, a varietal which is nearly extinct. After being imported to California 
in the mid-1880s it was renamed “Petite Sirah.” The berries are smaller than those 
of Syrah mean there’s a higher skin-to-pulp ratio resulting in wine with an inky-deep 
color, rich tannins, and distinctive, full-bodied flavor. Petites tend to be more tannic and 
rustic than Syrahs. It is an exceptionally rare grape with less than 10,000 planted acres 
worldwide, most of which are in California. The warm, dry climate of the Central Valley is 
ideal for growing Petite Sirah as the variety has a long ripening life.  

Wine
This wine is a blend of 77% Petite Sirah, 17% Syrah, and 6% Tannat. It is fermented in 
small temperature-controlled stainless steel tanks using specially selected strains of yeast 
that enhance color and flavor extraction. It is aged in a variety of French, Hungarian, 
and American oak barrels for 16 months and estate bottled. Aromas of ripe plum, 

cardamom, earth, and vanilla followed by blackberry cobbler, cracked pepper, and spice on the palate.

Maturity
This wine is ready to drink now but should drink well for another 2-3 years.
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